IgM-mesangial nephropathy in callithricids.
Spontaneous IgM-mediated mesangioproliferative nephropathy was detected in 91% of tamarins and marmosets over 6 months old. The disease remains silent for long periods but is progressive. It is responsible for, or is at least related to, the cause of death in 20% of animals. Morphological characteristics are those of mesangial hyperplasia accompanied by subacute to chronic interstitial inflammation. The immunopathological demonstration of early accumulation of IgM within the mesangial cells and matrix, followed by interstitial deposition of C3, suggests that the lesion is mediated by immunological mechanisms.